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if she were once married to his son, | dare swear the old gentleman would never forgive the disappointment of
his love. Ram. And is the old gentleman in love? Lap. Oh, profoundly delightfully oh that you had but seen him
as | have; with his feet tottering, his eyes watering, his teeth chattering his old trunk was shaken with a fit of love
just as if it had been afit of an ague. Ram. He will have more cold fits than hot | believe. Lap. Is it not more
advantageous for him to have a mother-in-law that should open his father s heart to him, than a wife that
would shut it against him? Besides, it will be better for us all; for if the husband were as covetous as the devil, he
could not stop the hands of an extravagant wife: she will always have it in her power to reward them who keep
her secrets; and when the husband is old enough to be the wife s grandfather, she has always secrets that are
worth con cealing, takemy word for it; so, faith, | will e en set about that in earnest which | have hitherto
intended only as a jest. Ram. Well, -if you do succeed in your undertaking, you will allow this, | hope, that | first
put it into your head. Lap. Yes, it is...
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