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(OCoLC)63170067 Subject: Medicare. Excerpt: . . . Although Medicare claims data constitute the most
comprehensive Medicare Claims Data Do available information for Medicare beneficiaries who have received
Not Always Capture outpatient therapy, they do not always capture the clinical diagnosis for Clinical Diagnoses
or which beneficiaries receive therapy. As such, they are insuEicient for Show Consistent Patterns identifying
particular diseases and conditions that should be exempted That Would Justify Waiving from the caps. Patients
conditions or diseases are expressed in claims Therapy Caps data through diagnosis codes, and the coding
system allows providers to use nonspecific diagnosis codes that are unrelated to a specific clinical 23 condition
or disease. A CMS-contracted analysis of 2002 Medicare 24 outpatient therapy claims data, for example, found
generic codes, such as other physical therapy, to be among the most oGen used diagnosis codes on claim
forms ( see table 1 ). Moreover, current Medicare guidelines for processing claims permit institutional providers,
such as outpatient rehabilitation facilities and skilled nursing facilities, to submit services from all three therapy
types on the same claim form, with one principal diagnosis for the claim; a claim seeking payment for
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therapy. 23 Diagnosis codes from the World Health Organizations ninth revision of its International
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Hwang, Final Project Report...
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