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This apparent motion is due to the Earth s revolution round the Sun. The fixed stars have the same apparent
movement, except that Jupiter s real motion retards a little the apparent movement due to the Earth s
revolution. All these movements to and from the horizon are to be disregarded. The planet s real or proper
motion, which is the chief object of attentfon is indicated by its change of place among the fixed stars.
Whenever it crosses a line joining two other stars on the same or opposite sides of it, its motion becomes evident
at once by the making or breaking of the line. It often forms with other stars, regular figures, triangles,
diamonds, etc, and any variation in the regularity of the figure makes the movement quickly evident. (lll.) But
the inexperienced observer will be surprised to find that Jupiter is now moving apparently west, not east. This is
apparent, and lasts for sixty days before and sixty days after opposition, when the planet seems to become
stationary for about two weeks, after which we can plainly see that it is moving eastward. This is an apparent
movement precisely similar to that which takes place when a faster walker overtakes and passes a slower
walker bound in the same direction as himself. It takes place near opposition only, because only then, the Earth
and planet move towards the same...
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