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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VI. OUR CALLING. | HAVE endeavoured to explain
what are those principles and practices into which we as a body have been led through what we believe to be
obedience to the Spirit of Truth. | know that in some respects we seem to our fellow Christians to have mistaken
the voice of our Guide, and to be, through ignorance perhaps, but yet lamentably, excluding ourselves from the
most precious privileges, if not consciously disregarding the most sacred injunctions. It is a very solemn
question upon which we thus join issue with almost all the Churches of Christendom;--What is, in fact, essential
Christianity? By their fruits ye shall know them. It would ill become me to attempt any estimate of the
fruitfulness of that branch of the Christian Church which | have joined as compared with the branch of it in
which | was brought up. | have been occupied throughout with our ideal, not with the degree of our fulfilment
or failure to fulfil it. | feel bound, however, to say that | cannot reconcile the fact of the signs of life and spiritual
energy which | find within as well as without the Society with the idea that either branch of the Church is really
cut off from the root of the living Vine. Does it follow that our peculiar principles and practices -are of no
consequence? | cannot myself believe that this is a legitimate conclusion from the admitted...
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