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But how is it that Mr. Percival Pyke came to write the letter of condolence before the body was found? And how
is it that Mr. Cartell came to inspire such violence? Yes he was boring, yes he was stuffy, but who would kill a
man for the crime of being a bad conversationalist? If tediousness has become grounds for murder, Inspector
Alleyn shudders to think of the body-count to come.
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