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illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: . . . and this time it was accepted without demur. Thus ended this ill-conceived union
between Pitt and Addington, which was disliked by the friends of both, and which, beyond Leing approved of by
the king, resulted in no advantage to the premier. Foreign aEairs were now engrossing all the attention of the
prime minister. By a certain treaty--that of St. Ildefonso--concluded at the close of the eighteenth century,
Spain had covenanted to furnish a stated contingent of naval and military forces for the prosecution of any
war in which France might think fit to engage. This covenant was now being carried out by the Spanish rulers,
who not only furnished the new Emperor of the French with ample funds but were busy preparing considerable
armaments in the Spanish ports for his service. England remonstrated with much moderation, and when
remonstrances had proved useless sent a squadron to the coast of Spain. At the sight of our fleet the
government of Madrid, however, declined to be intimidated, and orders were then issued by Pitt for the I have
ever thought, writes the second Lord Malmcsbnry in his Diary, that an abiding cause of Pitts death, certainly
one that tended to shorten his existence, was the result of the proceedings against his old friend and colleague
Lord Melville. I sat wedged close to Pitt himself the night when we were 216 to 216, and the speaker (Abbot), after
looking as white as a sheet, and pausing for ten minutes,...
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