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Vol. 1: Applied Especially to Mechanical Engineering With an Atlas of Diagrams This book will not enable the
student of Practical Mechanics to dispense with the use of other hooks treating mechanics in the ordinary
manner. If it did, it might be entitled Engineering Mechanics developed Graphically; but in this case it would
have been necessary to include in the text a very great deal that would be merely tedious repetition of what is to
be found in other well-known books, and the author would have been open to the accusation of mere book-
making. On the other hand, if he assumed on the part of the reader a familiar acquaintance with all the higher
mathematical developments of mechanical science, and merely showed how to use graphical constructions in
applying these results to practice, the book would lose much of its most important and legitimate utility. It is
intended to enable those who have a knowledge of elementary mechanics to advance that knowledge to any
degree of thoroughness they may find useful, and to apply that knowledge to the every-day problems of
engineering science, without the aid of the more complicated portions of algebraic and trigonometrical
mathematics or of the diHerential and integral calculus. Many have no taste or faculty for this latter sort of
mathematics; others have not the time needed to keep themselves an fait in its use; and, again, it is undeniably
true that the solution of many a problem becomes practicable in point of time and ease by the graphic method
which would be intolerably tedious and difficult without its aid. About the...
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